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Ahmed Abdelgawad is an assistant professor of public law and Islamic legal studies at The British 
University in Egypt. He is currently a fellow at the Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies at the 
American University of Beirut, conducting post-doctoral research on religion’s role in Supreme Courts 
in Egypt, the United States, and Israel. His expertise includes public law, comparative constitutionalism, 
law and religion, and Islamic legal theory. Abdelgawad holds a PhD from Alexandria University and two 
master’s degrees. As a Fulbright Scholar, he earned the Dean’s Achievement Award at University of Texas–
Austin. He has worked with the Aspen Institute and published extensively in international law journals. 
Abdelgawad is also head of research projects at the Centre for Law and Emerging Technologies and serves 

as managing editor of the Journal of Law and Emerging Technologies. He teaches various law courses and consults for academic and legal 
organizations in the Middle East.

Silvia Angeletti is associate professor of law and religion (qualified as full professor) at the Perugia 
University Law School (IT) and member of the academic board of the PhD program in legal sciences. 
She is visiting professor at the Catholic University of Lyon and former adjunct professor at the Pontifical 
Lateran University in Rome (2014–22) where she taught international law and religion. She is a member 
of the European Consortium for Church and State Research (ECCSR), the International Consortium 
for Law and Religion Studies (ICLARS), and the Italian Association of Ecclesiastical and Canon Law 
Scholars (ADEC). Angeletti is a member of the editorial boards of the scientific journals Il Diritto 
Ecclesiastico and Quaderni di Diritto e Politica Ecclesiastica (vol. 3). Her scientific areas of interest cover 
international and European legal protection of freedom of religion or belief, religion and human rights, 
children’s rights and religion, and religious minorities.

Syamsul Arifin is a professor of sociology of religion at the University of Muhammadiyah Malang 
(UMM). He was appointed vice rector I for academic affairs at UMM in 2016, serving in that position 
for eight years., and acted as interim rector from 30 November 2023 to 31 January 2024. His other 
roles at UMM have included head of the Center for Islamic and Philosophy Studies (PSIF), chair of the 
master’s program in Islamic studies, chair of the doctoral program in Islamic education, deputy director 
for academic affairs in the graduate program, and director of the Center for the Study of Religion and 
Multiculturalism (PUSAM). As director of the research center, Arifin managed programs funded by 
organizations such as The Asia Foundation; the Oslo Coalition, the Norwegian Centre for Human Rights 
(NCHR) at the University of Oslo (Norway); and the International Center for Law and Religion Studies 
at Brigham Young University–Provo (Utah, USA).

Jeremias Brusau is an adjunct professor (i) at Universidad de Buenos Aires and a PhD candidate at 
Universidad Austral. He holds an LLM from the University of Georgia (USA) and a master’s in criminal law 
from Universidad Torcuato Di Tella. Brusau directs a research project on exculpation (duress) in criminal liability 
at Universidad de Buenos Aires, and his current research focuses on offenders motivated by religious beliefs. 
He teaches a course on criminal law and religion, and other courses on criminal law and criminal procedure in 
postgraduate programs at several universities in Argentina. Brusau has published papers in several legal journals, 
including Revista Latinoamericana de Derecho y Religión and Revista Jurídica Austral.



Anoushe Zahoor Butt is a senior legal associate and private secretary to former Chief Justice of 
Pakistan Tassaduq Hussain Jillani (2013–14; high court judge and Supreme Court justice, 1994–2014; 
International Court of Justice judge ad hoc), having assisted him on the Kulbushan Jadhav case  
(India v Pakistan) and numerous international arbitrations. She manages her own legal consultancy 
in contract drafting and negotiation, as well as in marketing/promotions and other areas related to 
filmmaking. As a research associate, Zahoor Butt has contributed to a report on the need for Pakistan’s 
ratification of the International Labour Organisation Convention No. 190 on violence and workplace 
harassment, identifying loopholes in workplace harassment laws and interviewing stakeholders to 
devise effective redressal mechanisms. She is a member of the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Standing Committee on Legal Education.

Brett Cavanaugh is the transactional legal fellow at Notre Dame Law School's Lindsay and Matt 
Moroun Religious Liberty Clinic, where he helps oversee students working with religious nonprofit 
organizations on various corporate, transactional, tax, employment, and governance matters. Prior to 
joining Notre Dame Law School, Cavanaugh practiced law at a private firm in Boston. Before attending 
law school, he worked in Catholic education for six years as a middle-school teacher and university 
chaplain. Cavanaugh earned his Bachelor of Arts and Master of Education degrees from the University of 
Notre Dame. He graduated cum laude from Boston College Law School, where he served as president of 
the St. Thomas More Society and as a staff writer with the Law and Religion Program.

Oleksii Husiev is a chief specialist in the Legal Support and Analytics Department of the State Service 
of Ukraine for Ethnic Affairs and Freedom of Conscience. His work focuses on drafting and reviewing laws 
and bylaws related to religion, national minorities, and indigenous peoples of Ukraine. His professional 
interests also include aligning Ukrainian legislation with the European Union acquis and implementing 
new practices to safeguard the right to freedom of conscience. He previously worked at the Secretariat of 
the Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights. Husiev holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in law and a PhD in law (with honours) from the Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv.

Harun Išerić is a senior teaching and research assistant in administrative law and procedure at the 
University of Sarajevo’s Faculty of Law. His research primarily focuses on the international and domestic 
protection of religious freedom; the relationship between state and religious organizations, particularly 
through agreements; and the internal organization of the Islamic community in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(BiH), with special emphasis on its Constitutional Court. Išerić is currently a PhD candidate in law at 
the University of Sarajevo. In addition to his academic role, he serves as a member of the Constitutional 
Court of the BiH Presidency, the Bosnian national media self-regulatory body, and the Local Election 
Commission in Sarajevo. Išerić founded and led a legal clinic in international and European human rights 
law in 2018. He was a European Parliament Sakharov and German Marshall Fund fellow in 2023.

Moza Jadeed is a lecturer at the University of Nairobi Faculty of Law. She has published numerous 
journal articles and book chapters on her main research interests: law and religion, and equality law. 
Jadeed has extensive experience teaching bachelor’s- and master’s-degree candidates in various legal areas, 
including equality law and gender and the law, and has supervised innumerable undergraduate and 
postgraduate dissertations. Jadeed is an attorney of 19 years and has prosecuted freedom of religion and 
belief cases up to the Supreme Court of Kenya. She is a member of the African Consortium for Law and 
Religion Studies (ACLARS) and sits on the programme committee of the ACLARS board. Jadeed is a 
senior fellow of the Leadership and Advocacy for Women in Africa (LAWA) Fellowship at Georgetown 
University Law Center. She is also a member of the Kenyan and East African Legal Societies. Jadeed holds 
a PhD from the University of Nairobi.



Le Xuan Tung is a lecturer and a researcher in human rights law at the Institute of Human Rights, Ho 
Chi Minh National Academy of Politics (HCMA). At HCMA, Le Xuan lectures on international human 
rights law, human rights-based approaches (HRBA) to policy-making, and human rights and religion. 
His main research interests are in the areas of medical law and human rights law, with specific focus on 
health care law, surrogacy, reproductive rights, the rights of vulnerable social groups, national human rights 
institutions (NHRIs), and United Nations human rights mechanisms (such as Universal Periodic Review 
and human rights treaty bodies). Le Xuan is particularly interested in cultural, social, ethical, and religious 
aspects of human rights issues, including freedom of religion. He is also interested in studying human rights 
issues through the lens of religions such as Buddhism. Le Xuan is currently conducting research into the 
relationship between law and religion in Vietnam.

Archil Metreveli is an associate professor at the University of Georgia (School of Law) and is head 
of the University’s Institute for Religious Freedom. Over the past decade, his academic activities have 
focused primarily on research and teaching related to freedom of religion or belief. This work is supported 
by his authorship of the two-volume introductory handbook Freedom of Religion and Belief (University 
of Georgia 2019 and 2022). Metreveli’s current research interest focuses mainly on the Constitutional 
Agreement between the state and the Orthodox Church of Georgia. He is exploring the various legal 
dimensions of the Act, considering influential historical backgrounds. Another current research interest is 
the freedom of personal self-determination as the essential principle of religious manifestation. Metreveli 
holds a Doctor of Laws from the University of Georgia. 

Alessandro Negri is a fellow researcher in law and religion and canon law in the Department 
of Legal Sciences “Cesare Beccaria” at the University of Milan, where he teaches a course on security, 
law, and religion. His academic journey has been shaped by a strong international focus, particularly 
on contemporary issues at the intersection of law and religion. Negri graduated cum laude (2015) 
with a master’s thesis on British Sharia courts, a topic largely unexplored in Italy at the time. He 
completed his PhD in law and religion (2021) with a doctoral thesis about the intersection of 
freedom of religion or belief (FoRB) and security in the context of religiously inspired terrorism, 
specifically focused on the complex issue of countering religious radicalisation within secular and 
pluralistic legal frameworks. More recently, he has begun exploring the intersection of FoRB and 
artistic freedom, an area that has received limited attention from a legal perspective.

Ben Saunders is an associate professor at Deakin Law School. He completed his PhD at the 
University of Queensland in 2017 on the drafting of the Australian Constitution. His research 
interests include constitutional law and interpretation, freedom of religion, natural law, and the 
intersection between Christianity and law. His publications include a critical modern edition of 
John Ponet’s A Short Treatise of Political Power [1556] (forthcoming, Davenant Press 2025), with 
Theodora J. Saunders; Natural Law: A Guide for the Perplexed (forthcoming, Lexham Press 2025); 
The Crisis of Civil Law: What the Bible Teaches About Law and What It Means Today (Lexham Press 
2024); and Responsible Government and the Australian Constitution: A Government for a Sovereign 
People (Hart Publishing 2023).

Víctor Moreno Soler is a professor of law and religion at the University of Valencia. He earned a 
doctoral thesis on public safety and religious freedom. Previously, he earned a master’s degree in human 
rights, peace, and sustainable development and a master’s degree in legal practice, both at the University of 
Valencia. He is the academic secretary of the master’s in human rights, peace and sustainable development. 
His main research lines are religious freedom and its limits in relation to national security limits, minority 
rights, and bioethics. He is currently a member of the University Senate and the Law Faculty Board. He has 
been a trainee at the European Court of Human Rights and a visiting scholar at the University of Milan.



Paola Spikes is a federal judge at the Federal Court of Rio de Janeiro. Since 2024, she has been a PhD 
student in constitutional law at the Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro (PUC–Rio), where 
she is researching the limits of religious proselytism and hate speech in Brazil. Spikes holds a master’s 
degree in constitutional law from Fluminense Federal University, where her dissertation examined the duty 
of reasonable accommodation for public servants in Brazil who claim conscientious objection based on 
religion or belief. In 2024, she became a researcher at the Brazilian Center for Studies in Law and Religion 
(CEDIRE) and a member of the International Consortium for Law and Religion Studies (ICLARS).

Kamilya Tleubayeva is a licensed forensic expert in religious studies and a PhD candidate at 
L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University in Kazakhstan. She prepares expert reports for criminal 
court cases involving religious extremism, terrorism, and incitement of religious hatred, providing legal 
analysis of religious texts, content, and practices. Tleubayeva has contributed to analytical research 
projects on the religious landscape in Kazakhstan, law enforcement practices in the field of religion, and 
the broader intersection of religion, law, and security. Her academic interests include religion and the rule 
of law, digital religious communication, and the role of expert knowledge in legal and policy contexts. 
She is particularly interested in how legal systems address religious diversity in multicultural societies. In 
Kazakhstan, this includes examining how courts and law enforcement handle religion-related cases and 
how expert input supports both stability and individual rights. Tleubayeva holds bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in religious studies, a bachelor’s degree in law, and a master’s degree in international law.

Wan Naim Wan Mansor is a research fellow and managing editor of Islam and 
Civilisational Renewal (ICR) at the International Institute of Advanced Islamic Studies (IAIS) 
Malaysia. His expertise spans Muslim politics, religious freedom, constitutional rights, and public 
policy. Holding a BA in political science from the University of Michigan, he integrates Islamic 
perspectives and complex systems theory into discussions on politics, multiculturalism, human 
rights, and East-West relations. Actively representing IAIS in local and international forums, he 
advocates for inclusive legal frameworks that balance religious and constitutional rights. He has 
secured funding from state governments, the United Nations, and the American Bar Association for 
projects on national integration, human rights, and constitutional reform. As program director, he 
leads policy workshops that train young politicians and civil society leaders in institutional reforms, 
constitutional rights, and religious freedom.


